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To: John Burg, Acting Director of Public Works
From: John Johnson, Technical Services Supervisor%@
Date: February 13, 2004

Subject: In-Street Pedestrian Crossing Signs

The Illinois Prairie Path crosses Westmore/Meyers Rd. and Main St. These crossings are 4/5 lanes wide,
making crossing difficult, especially with young children. An illustration on page 2B-11 of the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices depicts the R1-6 sign “State Law, Yield to Pedestrians in
Crosswalk”. The signs are to be placed in the middle of the street and used to remind drivers of the law in
Tllinois. In the past few years, 2 pedestrians were hit at the Westmore/Meyers Rd. and Illinois Prairie Path
crossing.

I would recommend using these signs at the above locations in order to remind drivers of the law.
Hopefully they would improve the safety at these crossings.

cc: Rick Soderstrom, Trustee, District 6
Joan DeStephano, Trustee, District 1
Kenneth Florey, Trustée, District 5
Transportation and Safety Committee
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Except at roundabout intersections, where there is a marked crosswalk at the intersection, the YIELD sign
should be installed in advance of the crosswalk line nearest to the approaching traffic.

At a roundabout intersection, to prevent circulating vehicles from yielding unnecessarily, the face pf the
YIELD sign should not be visible from the circulatory roadway.

Option: ‘
At wide-throat intersections or where two or more approach lanes of traffic exist on the signed approach,
observance of the yield control may be improved by the installation of an additional YIELD sign on the left side

of the road and/or the use of a yield line. At channelized intersections, the additional YIELD sign may be
effectively placed on a channelizing island. ‘

Section 2B.11 Yield Here To Pedestrians Signs (R1-5, R1-5a)
Standard:

If yield lines are used in advance of an unsignalized marked midblock crosswalk, Yield Here To
Pedestrians (R1-5 or R1-5a) signs (see Figure 2B-2) shall be placed 6.1 to 15 m (20 to 50 ft) in advance of
the nearest crosswalk line (see Section 3B.16 and Figure 3B-15).

Section 2B.12 In-Street Pedestrian Crossing Signs (R1-6. R1-6a)
Option:

The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 or R1-62) sign (see Figure 2B-2) may be used to remind road users
of laws regarding right of way at an unsignalized pedestrian crossing. The legend STATE LAW may be shown at

the top of the sign if applicable. The legends STOP FOR or YIELD TO may be used in conjunction with the
appropriate symbol.

Guidance:

If an island (see Chapter 3G) is available, the In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign, if used, should be placed on
the island.

Standard:
The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign shall not be used at signalized locations.

The STOP FOR legend shall only be used in States where the State law specifically requires that a
driver must stop for a pedestrian in a crosswalk.

If used, the In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign shall have a black legend (except for the red STOP or
YIELD sign symbols) and border on cither a white and/or fluorescent yellow-green background.

If the In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign is placed in the roadway, the sign support shall comply with
the breakaway requirements of the latest edition of AASHTO?’s “Specification for Structural Supports for
Highway Signs, Luminaires, and Traffic Signals” (see Page i).

Support: .

The Provisions of Section 2A.18 concerning mounting height are not applicable for the In-Street Pedestrian
Crossing sign.
Option: o :
The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign may be used seasonably to prevent damage in winter because of
plowing operations, and may be removed at night if the pedestrian activity at night is minimal.

Section 2B.13 Speed Limit Sign (R2-1)
Standard:

After an engineering study has been made in accordance with established traffic engineering practices,
the Speed Limit (R2-1) sign (see Figure 2B-1) shall display the limit established by law, ordinance,
regulation, or as adopted by the authorized agency. The speed limits shown shall be in multiples of 10
km/h or 5 mph.

Guidance:

At least once every 5 years, States and local agencies should reevaluate non-statutory speed limits on
segments of their roadways that have undergone a significant change in roadway characteristics or surrounding
land use since the last review.

No more than three speed limits should be displayed on any one Speed Limit sign or assembly.

When a speed limit is to be posted, it should be within 10 km/h or 5 mph of the 85th-percentile speed of
free-flowing traffic.
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Figure 2B-2. Unsignalized Pedestrian Crosswalk Signs
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Option:

Other factors that may be considered when establishing speed limits are the following:

A. Road characteristics, shoulder condition, grade, alignment, and sight distance;

B. The pace speed; '

C. Roadside development and environment;

D. Parking practices and pedestrian activity; and

E. Reported crash experience for at least a 12-month period.
__ Two types of Speed Limit signs may be used: one to designate passenger car speeds, including any nighitime
information or minimum speed limit that might apply; and the other to show any special speed limits for trucks
and other vehicles.

A changeable message sign that changes the speed limit for traffic and ambient conditions may be installed
provided that the appropriate speed limit is shown at the proper times.

~ Achangeable message sign that displays to approaching drivers the speed at which they are traveling may be
installed in conjunction with a Speed Limit sign.
Guidance: ‘

If a changeable message sign displaying approach speeds is installed, the legend YOUR SPEED XX km/h

(MPH) or such similar legend should be shown. The color of the changeable message legend should be a yellow
legend on a black background or the reverse of these colors.

Support:

_ Advisory Speed signs are discussed in Sections 2C.36 and 2C.46 and Temporary Traffic Control Zone Speed
signs are discussed in Part 6.

Section 2B.14 Truck Speed Limit Sign (R2-2)
Standard:

. Where a special speed limit applies to trucks or other vehicles, the legend TRUCKS XX or such
Similar legend shall be shown on the same panel as the Speed Limit sign or on a separate R2-2 sign
(see Figure 2B-1) below the standard legend.
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