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September 22, 2014
TO: Public Works Committee
FROM: Carl Goldsmith, Director of Public Works‘-%/

SUBJECT:  Street Lighting Expansion Request

Background

In June 2014, staff was contacted by a resident residing in the 200 block of N. Lombard Road
regarding the lack of street lighting. The concern was over the lack of mid-block lighting and the
perceived safety issues created as a result of the lack of lighting. As part of the discussion with
the resident, staff provided information on the current status of lighting and the Village Board
policy pertaining to street lighting. Specifically, staff provided the following:

“The Village of Lombard street lighting system is operated in compliance with Village Board
Policy 6.C. (attached). Village Board Policy 6.C. provides specifications Jor the placement and
type of pole/luminaire to be used throughout the community. The map below identifies the
location and type of poles installed within the area you identified in your email. The poles
designated by RED asterisks are owned and maintained by the Village of Lombard and poles
designated by BLUE asterisks are owned and maintained by ComEd. The GREEN boxes
indicate location of the controller cabinet for the lighting. The ComEd poles are traditionally
wooden poles with a “cobra head” fixture on a mast arm.
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The Village Board Policy identifies the manner in which streets/intersections in Lombard shall
be illuminated. The policy provides the following:

1. Temporary Intersection Lighting - As soon as reasonably possible and within budget
constraints, street lights shall be placed at all intersections utilizing ComEd lights.
This is a temporary condition until permanent street lighting can be installed through
the Capital Improvement Program.

2. Street Reconstruction Projects - Street reconstruction projects shall include street
lighting. Street lighting would not be required in grind and overlay or other
maintenance-type projects.

3. Stand-Alone Street Lighting Projects - Separate, stand-alone street lighting projects
will be scheduled for unlit areas subject to the Capital Improvement Plan.

In all cases, the street lighting installed must meet the specifications established in the Village
Standard Lighting specification (attached).

In review of the area in question, it has been determined that the lighting meets the current
Village standard.

Additionally, I have reviewed the Village's 2014-2023 CIP to determine if there are any street
reconsiruction projects that are anticipated that would trigger the installation of lighting per
Section B of the Village Board Policy. At this time, the CIP does not contain any projects that
would require any upgrade of the lighting.

After further discussion with the resident, staff determined that in the event that a petition to
gauge interest were circulated, that a larger area should be consider to spread the fixed costs over
a greater number of property owners. The requesting resident agreed and an introductory letter
and survey were sent out in July 2014. The survey sought input on whether lights were desired,
with a cost estimate of total project and cost per property owner to be determined once the scope
of the project was better known.

The surveys were due on, or before, August 15, 2014. The final results of the survey of the 326
properties included in the survey can be found below. As part of the initial letter (attached), a
non-response is considered a “No” vote.

YES NO NON-RESPONSE
(NO)
Votes 65 31 180
Percentage 19.94% 24.85% 55.21%
TOTALS 19.94% 80.06%

A listing of the specific responses can be found on the attached spreadsheet. While the overall
survey results do not support the expansion of the lighting system, certain areas expressed a level
of support for furthering the project. As such, the Village could look to break up the proposed



project into small areas. The result may increase the cost per property owner, as the fixed costs
and legal fees would be spread over a smaller group of benefiting property owners.

Given that this project would likely be funded through a special assessment, the Village would
need to have the funding available at the onset of the project. The current 2015-2024 CIP
contains no funding for such a project. If the Committee were interested in furthering the
project, the CIP would need to be reprioritized and other projects would need to be shifted or
climinated to accommodate the cost of the lighting project.

Recommendation

Given the very low level of support by the impacted properties, as well as a lack of funding, staff
would recommend that the Village not proceed with the lighting expansion at this time. Staff
would recommend that continued emphasis be placed on maintaining the existing street lights,
rather than expanding the network.
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Village President
Keith T. Giagnorio

Yillage Clerk
Sharon Kuderna

Trustees

Dan Whittington. Dist. |
Michael A. Fugicel, Dist. 2
Reid Foltyniewicz, Dist. 3
Peter Breen, Dist, 4

Laura A. Fitzpatrick, Dist. 5
William "Bill" Ware, Dist. 6

Villnge Manager
Scott R, Nichaus

"Our shared Vision for
Lombard is a community
of excellence exemplified
by its government working
together with residents und
businesses to create a
distinctive sense of spirit
and an outstanding quality

of life.”

"The Mission of the Village
of Lombard is to provide
superior and responsive
governmenial services to
the peaple of Lombard "

VILLAGE OF LOMBARD
255 E. Wilson Ave.

Lombard, lllinois 60148-34926

(630} 620-5700 Fax (630) 620-8222
www.villageoflombard.org

oPY

July 22, 2014

RE: Street Light Expansion Survey
Dear Property Owner:

The Village of Lombard has received a request for an expansion to the street lighting system in your
neighborhood. The Viliage of Lombard has a Street Lighting Policy that defines the circumstances
and conditions under which the lighting system is expanded. As your area is in compliance with the
minimum standard of illuminated intersections, costs associated with any expansion would be borne
by the benefiting property owners. Pursuant to the Street Lighting Policy, the expansion and
associated costs would be subject to a Special Assessment as defined by Illinois Statutes (50 ILCS
460).

The areas that are being considered for expansion includes the following:

. 200 & 300 blocks of Garfield Street
. 200 & 300 blocks of Martha Street
e 200 & 300 blocks of Craig Place
. 200 & 300 blocks of Stewart Avenue
. 200 & 300 blocks of Lombard Avenue
A map depicting the area(s) has been provided below.
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At this time, the Village is gauging the interest of the area property owners to determine whether
there is interest in the expansion of the street lighting system. Your input is extremely important.
The information provided will be utilized to determine if extending the street lighting system to the
Potential Service Area would be feasible and cost effective. It is anticipated that the benefitting
properties would be financially responsible for the cost of these facilities; however, this cost is
unknown at this time. The costs will be determined following the determination of interested
properties. Based upon the level of interest, the Village may seek to expand the lighting to a smaller
area than what is being proposed.



Page 2
Street Lighting System Expansion
July 22,2014

Responses can be submitted online at hutp://villageoflombard. org/streetlightingsurvey or by filling out the form below
and returning it in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope. Responses must be received by August 15, 2014,

If you have any questions, please contact the Village of Lombard Public Works Department at 630-620-5740, Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 8:00 am and 4:30 pm or via email at publicworks@villageoflombard.org.

Sincerely,

Director of Public Works

cc: Keith Giagnorio, Village President
Peter Breen, Trustee District #4
Scott Niehaus, Village Manager
Tim Sexton, Director of Finance
David Dratnol, Village Engineer

ALL NON-RESPONSES WILL BE CONSIDERED AS “NO ~ NOT INTERESTED”.

o YES, I/we are interested in learning more about expanding the Street Light system.
a NO, I/we are not interested in learning more about expanding the Street Light system.

Street Address: «ADDRESS»

Comments:




