Lombard Historical Society Report
Lombard Historic Preservation Commission
July 16, 2024

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

FROM: George “Ed” Seagraves, LHS Board President and Alison Costanzo, LHS
Executive Director

MEETING DATE: July 16, 2024

SUBJECT: Actives of Lombard Historical Society which include a review of
programs and events.

Action Requested

For information only, no action requested
Planning for Americas 250tt
USA 250th Anniversary

o Celebration Overview:
o July 4, 2026, marks the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States of America.
Historical institutions nationwide are gearing up to celebrate this significant milestone.
e lombard Historical Society Initiative:
o In 1976, the Lombard Historical Society launched an initiafive to collect and preserve Lombard's
early history.
o Forthe 250th anniversary celebration, we aim to focus on collecting Lombard's history from the
past 50 years, highlighting recent growth and changes in the community.
o Partner with local schools, historical societies, and other organizations fo create collaborative
events and exhibits.
o Identify key artifacts and documents that highlight the historical significance of the USA's journey
to its 250th anniversary.

e Oral Histories:
o A dedicated effort will be made to create new oral histories from Lombard residents fo capture

and preserve their personal stories and experiences.
e This comprehensive plan will ensure that the Lombard Historical Society not only honors the nation's

milestone but also showcases the growth of our own community.
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e Opportunities for the Historic Preservation Commission
= See attached
®  America250 Rolls Qut National Programming ‘playbook’ For America’s 250th As Millions

Come Together To Celebrate July 4th - America250
®  How States Are Preparing for the U.S. 250th Anniversary — AASLH
®  Boards and Commissions Details - Appointments (illinois.gov)

Programs & Events

o April 26, 2024 Mix and Mingle with Aileen Quinn
o Everyone truly enjoyed the Mix and Mingle with Aileen Quinn.
She took extra time to do photos and sign autographs.
o Aileen also signed an Annie plate and her doll from the 1980s.
e May lilac Time

o lilac Tours
= Public Tours- 14 tours, with several day over 15 people.
= We sold approximately 200 public tour tickets. Which is down from last year but this is
because of the early bloom this year. We did however have more private tours.
= Private Tours: 7 tours, including a 60-person group from Libertyville, and 40-person
group from Wisconsin.
o lilac Parade
®  We had a great turn out from our volunteers, Annie and Daddy Warbucks for the Lilac
Parade.
= Allthree of our new BOM attended and Brian brought the Annie themed bike he
created.
*  We also had a WWIl Jeep in the parade with us as the theme was related o supporting
veterans.
" We won third place in the Anfique Car division.
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= June 15 @ Noon: Multi Cultural Art Fair at
Sheldon Peck Homestead
e The Art Fair was a great success with
150 visitors seeing the museum and
checking out all of the great vendors.
= June 22 10am to 4 pm: 2024 litle Orphan B ,
Annie House Walk -
o The LOA was well attended with 115

affendees. Everyone who attended R ,
said how wonderful the tour of the home was and they raved about the booklet,

e Melinda Maddox who is a sponsor for the “Annie”-Versary and who grew up at the
Main Street house came, visited and took the tour. She met up with the Homeowners
on Main Street for Lunch and she stuck around for some of the tours in the morning.

e | have fo finish going over all of our expenses but we grossed $5,750 for the house
walk.

o "Annie"-Versary Activities
= Secret Society Radio Program

e Brian has been hard at work creating the LOA Secret Society activity booklet and
securing all of the community partners. | will have a copy of the booklet at the BOM
meefing.

e We are planning fo kick things off the second week of July and run through
September 31.

o There will be weekly prizes and then a grand prize.

LHS Highlights

e LHS Budget Request
o 2025 VOL Budget was finalized and reviewed by the Finance Committee. There were no maijor
changes to the overall budget but a request was put in for additional hours for the Museum Assistant
Posifion and requested a second part-time Education Coordinator position.
= See Attached
e DuPage Community Foundation
o LHS was awarded $2,500 for the Music on Maple Street Concert Series
from the JCS Arts, Health and Education Fund of DuPage Foundation.

o Annie House Walk
®  The house walk is slated for June 22. Caitlyn our Museum assistant is
working on the guide for the walk and after the exhibit opens we will
be working on final details.
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e  Tours/Exhibitions
o 2024 Core Exhibit Redevelopment and Temporary Exhibit Space

= The Core Exhibit is up and has been getting positive feedback from visitors.
We have introduced new content and artifacts.
o leapin Lizards

We have added a visitor survey to get feedback about the exhibition and will have that data
to present as part of the Tourism Grant. This is also useful information for Staff in areas where

we can improve or fine tune.
e Media

o Newspaper

= LHS was on the front cover of the Daily Herald on June 7 promoting the house walk and the

exhibition.

® leapin’ Lombard! ‘Little Orphan Annie’ tours, exhibit celebrate her 100th birthday

and suburban roots (dailyherald.com)

o WDCB

LHS was also interviewed about the LOA exhibition by Gary Zidek for WDCB and this aired
this past Sunday.

" hitps://theartssection.org/home /2024 /6 /25 /lile-orphan-annie-turns- 100

Join us for the preview of our new exhibition.
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CHARLES PECK - EXPLORER, ARTIST, AND VISIONARY

JULY 27, 2024: EXHIBITION OPENING
a NOON TO 4PM/ SHELDON PECK HOMESTEAD

RESEARCHED & CURATED BY: AYANNA JOHNSON AND JOSEPH NOCE
; PAINTINGS ON LOAN FROM THE GOSSELIN FAMILY
ARTIFACTS FROM THE LOMBARD HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION &
MERTZ FAMILY
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Planning underway for America’s 250th
Birthday

In less than three years, the
United States will
commemorate its 250th
birthday, or
Semiquincentennial,
celebration. The Declaration of
Independence was signed on
July 4, 1776, with the nation’s
250th birthday officially being
recognized on July 4, 2026.
The journey toward this
historic milestone is an
opportunity to pause and
reflect on our nation’s past,
honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead toward the future for the next
generation and beyond.

The U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission was established by Congress in 2016 to plan and
orchestrate the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States. The nonpartisan
commission is working to engage Americans across the country in designing the largest
and most inclusive anniversary observance in the nation’s history.

America 250 is encouraging Americans from all walks of life to share their story through
photos, videos, artwork, poems, songs and more on its official website. Americans are
encouraged to share anything meaningful to commemorate this milestone. The content
could be showcased by America 250 on its website, in videos, or on social media. All of
these contributions will highlight what makes America unique and ensure the
commemoration includes everyone.

Ilinois is one of 38 states so far that have established a Semiquincentennial
Commission. Its principal purpose is to plan, promote, and implement appropriate
commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States of America.

“There is no more important moment in our nation's history than the signing of the
Declaration of Independence,” stated Rep. Brad Halbrook (R-Shelbyville). “We do not

CAPITOL

CRIMES 0
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in Review
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become the United States of America without declaring our independence from British
rule. There should be a real and lasting celebration to commemorate the 250th birthday of
the founding of our country.”

“The founders of America had a providential view of history,” stated Rep. Tom Weber (R-
Lake Villa). “Their foresight and steadfast actions brought forth the Declaration of
Independence. All Americans should take pride in the upcoming 250th birthday
celebration for our nation.”

The American Association for State and Local History is a national professional
association dedicated to helping the history community thrive. Themes they have
established for America’s 250th birthday include Unfinished Revolutions, Power of Place,
We the People, American Experiment, and Doing History. In commemorating the
Semiquincentennial, it's very important that Americans of all ages and backgrounds and in
all places see themselves in history. The 250th celebration offers history organizations the
opportunity to enhance the impact and relevance they have in their communities. Local,
state, and national entities have the opportunity to shape the Semiquincentennial into a
truly remarkable experience.

Labels: America 250 , Brad Halbrook , featured , Semiquincentennial , Tom Weber
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Sharks in Illinois
Shark Week is being
celebrated July 23
-30, and it involves a
week of shark-based
programming on the Discovery
Channel. A study conducted an...

TBT: The Tropics
Come to Illinois
Photo from Galena
Area Historic Photos
Collection, Illinois




Digital Archives - A service of the
Ilinois State Library & the Office
o...

tm 4 The Six Capitols of
2 UWinois

i Photo from the
Naperville Heritage
Collection, Illinois
Digital Archives. A service of the
Ilinois State Library & Office of
the ILL...

Week in Review:
b 1 COVID-19, FOID, Jobs
Y . & more
[&D ¢ COVID-19 “Stay at
Home" continues.
Governor Pritzker renewed his call
this week for Illinoisans to
continue and intensify “social
distan...

| Celebrating Shark
Week in Illinois
Shark Week, a
creation of the
Discovery Channel in
1988, has grown immensely in
popularity over the years. Since
2010, Shark Week, which is ...

Post Tags
* budget (138)

* jobs (76)

* Families (53)

e concealed carry (48)

e week in review (29)

* pension reform (28)

e fracking (20)

* guns (9)

¢ Medicaid Expansion (5)

The Caucus Blog and content are operated and created by the Illinois House Republican Caucus. This is state-sponsored and funded site and as
such campaign-related posts, content and comments are prohibited by ethics regulations. Copyright © 2020.



THE FIELD GUIDE for the SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL
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