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Habitat, wetlands, biotic and animal

species

The project is located primarily in developed areas. Where stations are still
relatively undeveloped (Geneva to Elburn), actions are located in dedicated or
vacant areas that would not affect natural resources. Therefore no impacts to
habitat, wetlands, plants, or animal species are expected.

Water Quality

The project is being constructed on existing railroad right-of-way.

Community Cohesion / Stability

Riders of public transportation typically walk more and frequent local businesses
more often for basic services. These activities increase the likelihood of
interaction among neighbors, which in turn builds stronger community cohesion.
Improving the connections between businesses, residences and recreation
opportunities will also build community cohesion and stability.

Alteration of Travel Patterns

Passengers choosing fo ride the UP-W Line will most likely be doing so in lieu of
driving a vehicle. This will reduce traffic and congestion on the roadways.

Economic/Fiscal Impacts

The project is expected to encourage higher density development along the
project corridor. This development typically has a greater property value,
translating to greater property tax revenue for taxing bodies. Additionally, it is
typically less expensive to provide governmental services to higher density
development. One potenfial negative impact is this could force lower to moderate
income residents out of neighborhoods with higher rents and property tax bills.

Hazardous Materials Risk

The project is not expected to change how hazardous materials are handled or
transported in the study area.

Historic/Cultural Resources

Secondary and cumulative impacts to historic and cuftural resources are not
expected.

Noise

Secondary and cumulative noise impacts are not expected. Site specific noise
issues are addressed in the noise sections and technical report.

Aesthetics/Visual Effects

The project is primarily located within existing raiiroad right-of-way. Therefore,
substantial aesthetic/visual effects to the overall rail corridor are not expected.

Serves Specific Development

The project is expected to enhance existing connections between destinations,
such as hotels, restaurants, shopping, offices and residential communities along
the UP-W Line.

Stimulates Complementary
Development

The project is expected to encourage transit oriented development near stations.

Influences Location Decisions

Transit availability may influence location decisions of businesses and residents.

Conflict with Goals / Plans

The project is consistent with goals of regional plans.

Environmental Assessment
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