Legistar: 110331

To: Chairperson and Transportation and Safety Committee
From: Frank Kalisik, Civil Engineer I 72%-

Through:  Carl S. Goldsmith, Director of Public Works %

Date: May 26, 2011

Subject: St. Charles Road Pedestrian Crossing at Lincoln Avenue

Installation of a Crosswalk for St. Charles Road at Lincoln Avenue

For many years the Transportation and Safety Committee has been addressing concerns regarding crosswalks at various
locations throughout the Village and has consistently recommended against installing them at mid-block locations. In
general, staff does not support mid-block crosswalks since they are non-traditional crossing locations that are counter to
the teaching of “cross at the corner”, as well as place pedestrians directly into the path of uncontrolied vehicular traffic,
regardless of the recently updated State law concerning pedestrian crosswalks. This was affirmed in an October 2009
recommendation to the Village Board to deny a proposed Downtown Landscape Enhancement Plan that incorporated a
crosswalk in the vicinity of St. Charles Road and Lincoln Avenue, Even more recently, the T & S Committee’s January
2011 review of the Lombard Downtown Plan recommended that mid-block crosswalk improvements, if needed, should be
based upon implementation of the entire redevelopment plan, which includes “road diet” configurations of reducing St.
Charles Road travel lanes and extending sidewalk widths.

In March, 2011, the Village Board amended the Comprehensive Plan by incorporating the Lombard Downtown Plan.
The Public Works Department is now being requested to program the installation of a crosswalk across St. Charles Road
at Lincoln Avenue. Staff has inspected the site, and could design and install a crosswalk across St. Charles Road at the
Splash Station Park for as little as $15,000.00. The design would include “bumping out” the sidewalk to shorten the
walking distance (see attached drawings); however, it would not include the “road dieting” measures that were originally
recommended by the T & S Committee.

At the request of President Mueller, staff has been asked to revisit this issue. Public Works staff has reviewed the
crosswalk location and believe that if a crossing is desired, the proposed location is the most suitable. There are several
logistical issues, such as determining pedestrian walk times, traffic speed/ADT/signal timing impacts, drainage, snow
removal, and parking that need to be addressed during design of the improvement. Given the distance between the
existing crosswalks at Elizabeth and Park Streets, it is reasonable to seek an additional crosswalk to promote safe
movements in downtown Lombard.

At this time, staff recommends that the T & S Committee support the concept of a crosswalk at St. Charles Road and
Lincoln Avenue, as provided in the attachment. Funding for this project is available through the TIF District.

cc: Greg Gron; District 1
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3 | Streetscape Enthancement Strategies

» Extendthe proposed Metrasidewalkon the south side of ichael
McGuire Driveto the train tation.

» (ontinue Park Avenue spedalty paving to the platform to inte-
grate thestation into the streetscape envionment.

» Integrate art into the stairway / ramp area that accesses the plat-
formandtunnel

» Instali adequate lighting in the tunnel and complement it with
architectural lighting to inrease the sense of safety.

» Add recyding bins for comimuter use.

Main Street
Thetrain underpass and Main Street /St. Charles Road intersection ae-

ates an important entrance into downtown. The proposed road diet
along Main Street will not have asignificant impact on theintersection
geometry either at Main or Parkside unless tum lanes are removed, re-
dudngthe ability for pedestrian enhancements i bemade. However,
minor improvements such as maintaining the condition of the pedes-
trian qussing striping and adjacent plantings can mitigate some of the

Awettkwy tnverses acoss the Union foaf Redoad tadks ot Park Avenve (above), A pro-
ﬂa&%ﬁ&hﬁ&%ﬁwgeg?ga&gﬁ

axisting conditions. The Village’ Landscape Enhancement Plan iden-
tifies planting areas on the southeast comer that should be instalied
coperatively with the business owner to buffer pedestrians from the
gas station parking area. The underpass, however, offers an opportu-
nityto aeate a gateway into the Core Downtown for both vehides and
pedestrians. Recommendationsfor the underpass areidentified inthe
perspectivein Figure 3.5,

Prpaity Hidhodk DesGoup
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