


 
M E M O R A N D U M 

  
TO: Scott Niehaus, Village Manager  
  
FROM: Nicole Aranas, Deputy Village Manager 
  
DATE: May 8, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Ordinance Regarding Sale and Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages in the Public 

Right-of-Way in Connection with Cruise Nights & Summer Concerts Weekly Series 
 
Attached please find information pertaining to approval of Class "J" liquor licenses for three downtown 
businesses in connection with the Cruise Nights & Summer Concerts Weekly Series to take place on 
Saturdays between June 17 and August 19, excluding July 1. The Village Cruise Nights & Summer 
Concert regular weekly series will be followed by a separate finale live music concert, featuring 7th 
Heaven on August 26, 2023, which will require separate permitting due to the expanded viewing area. 
The private businesses that would be eligible to participate in the weekly concert series events, based 
upon their immediate proximity to the weekly event concert viewing area on South Park Avenue, are 
Babcock's Grove House, Punky's Pub and Shannon's Deli.  
 
Prior to 2022, the weekly Cruise Nights and Summer Concerts were alcohol-free, although patrons of 
the existing businesses were permitted to consume alcohol within their respective outdoor dining areas 
but confined to certain limited portions of the sidewalk or right-ofway. The proposed ordinance would 
authorize the three existing businesses holding local liquor licenses, which are immediately adjacent to 
the concert viewing area, to mutually expand their premises to and serve alcohol for consumption within 
the South Park Avenue concert viewing area, similar to what was approved in 2022.  
 
The concert viewing area is described as South Park Avenue from Michael McGuire to St. Charles Road. 
Existing liquor license holders would be permitted to receive a Class "J" license for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages within the limits of their establishment or within ten (10) feet of their entrance for consumption 
throughout the event space as designated within the Village special event permit. Licensees shall ensure 
that alcoholic beverages will not be permitted to leave the expanded concert viewing area premises on 
South Park and into the remainder of the weekly Cruise Nights car show.  
 
Certain conditions are proposed for placement upon the sale of alcohol under the proposed Class "J" 
liquor license. These restrictions include: 
 

• Sales of alcohol for outdoor consumption must be restricted to plastic cups with a 16 oz. 
maximum capacity (no glass drinkware or bottles); 

• No more than 2 beverages may be purchased by any one person at the same time; 
• The sale of alcoholic beverages in pitchers is prohibited;  
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• Sale may only occur within the licensed premises of the building or outdoors within ten feet 
of the main entrance of the licensed premises; 

• Each individual liquor licensee shall be responsible for the age verification of the patrons 
they are serving; 

• Licensees shall ensure that alcoholic beverages do not leave the designated concert viewing 
area within South Avenue; and, 

• Sales may take place between 6:00 p.m., shall end at 9:30 p.m. and all outdoor consumption 
within the event space shall conclude by 10:00 p.m. 

 
A temporary special event permit application shall control the parameters of the special event. Approval 
of the attached ordinance shall permit the issuance of a special event Class "J" liquor license in the event 
that all necessary requirements for application are met. Similarly, approval of the ordinance shall not 
obligate a licensee to the application or service of alcohol at the special event. Participating businesses 
must meet the insurance, liability, conditions, restrictions and obligations under the special event permit 
and liquor license application prior to final receipt of a special event Class "J" liquor license.  
 
Please let me know of any issues, questions, or concerns you may have regarding this matter. 
 
 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Please place this item on the May 18, 2023, Village Board agenda for approval of an amendment to 
Section 112.18(B) of the Lombard Village Code to provide for the 2023 Cruise Nights & Summer 
Concerts 2023.  A waiver of first reading is also requested. 
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