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VILLAGE OF LOMBARD
REQUEST FOR BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTION
For Inclusion on Board Agenda

Resolution or Ordinance (Blue) Waiver of First Requested
X Recommendations of Boards, Commissions & Committees (Green)
Other Business (Pink)
TO: ' PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FROM: David A. Hulseberg, Village Manager M
DATE: December 3, 2010 (B of T) Date: December 16, 2010

TITLE: Ditch and Culvert Maintenance Policy

SUBMITTED BY: David P. Gorman, Asst. Director of Public Works m

BACKGROUND/POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

The Department of Public Works transmits for your consideration a recommendation for
approval from the Public Works Committee regarding a proposed policy on ditch and culvert
maintenance responsibilities.

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source:

N/A

Review (as necessary):

Village Attorney X Date

Date * 7
o Date 12 7/R

NOTE: All materials must be submitted to and apptoved by the Village Manager's Office by 12:00
noon, Wednesday. prior 10 (the Agenda Distribulion.

Finance Director X

Village Manageyf X




MEMORANDUM

To: David A. Hulseberg, Village Manager

Through: Carl S. Goldsmith, Director of Public Works g/

From: David P. Gorman, Asst. Director of Public Works W
Date: November 1, 2010
Subject: Policy on Ditch and Culvert Maintenance

The Public Works Committee has voted to recommend the attached policy to the
Village Board regarding the Village’s responsibility to maintain ditches and culverts in
the public rights-of-way. No formal policy has previously been established. This issue
is increasingly important since the Village has annexed areas with ditches over the last
few years and many of the future annexation areas also have ditches.

The Village will not take responsibility for a ditch or culvert on private property unless
it is in a dedicated easement and the Village Board has specifically accepted ownership
and/or maintenance responsibility for it. To date, there are no such obligations on

private property.

Staff concurs with the Public Works Commitiee’s recommendation that the Board of
Trustees formally approve the policy.

attachment: draft policy

CGDG/ dg HAPW\Policies and SOPs\Ditch & Culvert Maintenance Policy.doc



Subject: Public Works Policy on Ditch and Culvert Maintenance

IL

nn.

VILLAGE OF LOMBARD
VILLAGE BOARD POLICY MEMORANDUM

Number:
Date:

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish the Village of Lombard’s responsibilities for maintaining ditches
and culverts in Village rights-of-way. The Village has no responsibility to maintain a ditch or culvert on
privaie property unless the Village Board of Trustees has formally accepted such responsibility for a
specific property. This policy explains the division of responsibilities between the Village and the adjacent
property owner. The Department of Public Works will respond to requests for service in accordance with
this policy and as budgeted funds allow.

Procedures/Guidelines

A. Village Responsibilities:

(1) Maintaining ditches and culverts in public rights-of-way to convey flow during rainfail events.

(2) Removing major (i.e. large, heavy, or unwieldy) debris from ditches and culverts. This includes all
fallen limbs and trunks from public trees but not private trees except as provided for by the
Village’s Debris Management Policy.,

(3) Repairing erosion damage in ditches due to flow conveyance.

(4) Repairing or replacing failed culverts and the driveway aprons over them in public rights-of-way.

B. Adjoining Property Owner Responsibilities:

(1) Routine maintenance of ditches and culverts, as with the rest of the parkway. This includes, but is

not limited to; mowing, fertilizing, acrating, watering, over-seeding and re-establishing grass that

dies due to lack of maintenance.

(2) Removing minor debris from ditches and culverts. This includes, but is not limited to, grass
clippings, leaves and trash,

(3) Removing all fallen limbs and trunks from private trees except as provided for by the Village’s
Debris Management Policy.

(4) Repairing erosion damage in ditches that is not due to flow conveyance.
(5) Installing or replacing a culvert that is associated with a new Minor Development or Major

Development, as defined by the Village’s Subdivision and Development Ordinance. The new
culvert must be installed with a building permit per Village specification.

C. Shared Responsibility:

Dual responsibility for removing fallen limbs and trunks from trees that are on the boundary between
the Village and the adjoining property. Illinois law on the topic identifies that both parties are equally
responsible for the tree.

Legislation/Documentation

Minutes of 11/9/10 Public Works Committee
Minutes of Board of Trustees Meeting



