








































































































March 21, 2022 
 
Village of Lombard 
Plan Commission  
255 E Wilson Avenue 
Lombard, IL 60148 
 
Dear Members of the Lombard Plan Commission,  
 
My name is John Severance, and I live with my wife, Cathy, and our six children at 18w780 13th 
Street, directly south of the proposed Usmania Prime restaurant.  
 
We share many concerns about the proposed restaurant with our neighbors. This includes 
noise, light, and traffic concerns that greatly exceed a neighborhood restaurant. From a Zoom 
call on March 2nd with Mark Daniel, whose firm represents the landowner and restaurant, it 
was revealed that restaurant would be more than 40 feet tall, twice as tall as neighboring Pep 
Boys. The third floor would feature outdoor dining, music, and regular Bazaars. We believe that 
the height of the building greatly intrudes on our residential rights to a peaceful neighborhood.  
 
It was also explained that peak dinner crowds at the restaurant would be between 8:00 and 
9:30 pm, and that establishment would be open fairly late. The Chicago Usmania Grill 
restaurant stays open until 11:30 pm. Mr. Daniel mentioned on the Zoom call that we and other 
homeowners within line of sight and earshot the third floor would have the direct phone 
number of the restaurant manager to call when the noise gets too loud. That speaks volumes as 
to the inevitable problem of neighborhood disturbance.  
 
However, our primary concern is storm water flooding. Our home will be the most impacted 
by the restaurant as was affirmed on the March 2nd Zoom call by Mr. Daniel.   
 
Storm water flooding on our property, in the neighboring pond, and across the street in Co-Op 
Community Park, has been and continues to be a significant and growing problem. The 
proposed restaurant could worsen the situation, or it could improve it.  
 
Over the last 14 years since we have lived at 18w780 13th Street, regular flooding has been an 
issue. But the problem has escalated in the last 5 years. Flood water levels on our property have 
increased due to clogged pathways, especially on the property where the restaurant is being 
proposed.  
 
There have multiple times where storm water has reached a dangerous 5 feet from stairs that 
lead to our basement. If water were to reach the stairs, it would pour into and destroy our 
basement and likely our entire home’s value.  
 
Increasingly, water remains on our property for longer and longer periods of time after rainfall. 
This impact has reduced the usability of portions of our front lawn and increased maintenance. 



Please see attached photos that show typical flooding, standing water on our property several 
days after a storm, and the clogged area we have been trying to resolve.  
 
The latest elevation survey of Lombard shows significant erosion and lower elevation levels on 
our property, resulting in our property being placed in a flood plane. I am now forced to pay 
flood insurance. This increases my real estate costs and will make it challenging to sell my home 
at full value.   
 
We have made several attempts over the years to address the problem. We have met with 
officials from Lombard, DuPage County, and IDOT. While the flood water problem crosses 
multiple jurisdictions, we have been told that there is major clogging on the property where the 
restaurant is being proposed, especially near the area that borders Roosevelt Road.  
 
We were told that the unclogging of the streambed is the responsibility property owner and 
that the property owner has been generally unresponsive to requests to unclog the streambed 
on the property. There has been one minor clearing of debris despite years of phone calls, in-
person meetings, and email communication.  
 
Further, we have been told not to expect much change in the situation as the problem crosses 
multiple jurisdictions, and that since the flood area is designated as a wetland, the streambed 
cannot be trenched, which could greatly improve the situation.  
 
We feel that as the home and family most impacted by the addition of a three-story restaurant 
on the property directly north of our property, it is only fair that these concerns are addressed 
with appropriate, enforceable measures in writing:  
 

• First, the proper authority or authorities must issue an official report that confirms each 
party’s respective responsibility for the flooding adjacent to and impacting our property. 
The affected area includes our property, as well as the pond next to our property and 
Co-Op Community Park, which is DuPage County property; the property of the proposed 
restaurant, which is in the Village of Lombard; and the storm water pipes under 
Roosevelt Road, which is the responsibility of IDOT. 
 

• We request a plan and timeline from each responsible party on how they will remedy 
the current flooding problem, including what levels they must maintain over time and 
how this can be enforced.  

 
• Bringing these points directly to the property of the proposed restaurant, on the March 

2nd Zoom call, Mr. Daniel stated that the property owner must not increase flood levels 
in the area. Approval to build is based on this assurance.  

o How do we know what these levels are?  
o How will they be measured and reported?  
o And what is our recourse if they are exceeded?   

 



• We feel that it is mandatory that the property owner of the proposed restaurant 
regrade the streambed on the property.  
 

• We want a published, enforceable schedule for unclogging the streambed on the 
restaurant property, as well as all affected areas listed above.  

 
• We want the proper authority to regrade our property’s front lawn to an elevation that 

safely removes it property from being designated within an official flood plane. This was 
suggested on the March 2nd Zoom call by Mr. Daniel.  

 
Many families who live in the neighborhood are rightly concerned about how the proposed 
restaurant may negatively impact the local environment and increase noise and light pollution 
beyond acceptable residential limits. However, for our family, the proposed restaurant brings 
much greater stakes.  
 
It could be the impetus for finally resolving years of increased flood levels on our property and 
ending the seeming impossibility of addressing this growing problem. Or if the flooding 
situation is now properly addressed and resolved, it could be the occasion for great risk for our 
family, including financial disaster, and the loss of our home and our livelihood.  
 
Please let us know how to proceed with these concerns and requests.  
 
Thank you.  
 
John and Cathy Severance  
18w780 13th Street  
Lombard, IL 60148 
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